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importance, not only that the actual ranks shall be formed
but that the worshippers shall stand so close to each other
that nothing can pass between them, each man placing
his shoulder in touch with the man next to him.
A most interesting development of the belief in spirits
is the doctrine of the familiar spirit or qarina, which
Dr. Zwemer enunciates as follows: " Among all the
superstitions in Islam there is none more curious in its
origin and character than the belief in the Qarin or Qarina.
It probably goes back to the ancient religion of Egypt,
or to the animistic belief common in Arabai as well as in
Egypt at the time of Mohammed. By Qarin or Qarina,
the Moslem understands the double of the individual, his
companion, his mate, his familiar demon. In the case of
males a female mate, and in the case of females a male.
This double is generally understood to be a devil, shaitan
or jinn, bora at the time of the individual's birth and his
constant companion through life* Ihe Qarina is therefore
of the projeny of Satan.*'
Unlike many of these Islamic beliefs, this of the Qarin
depends not upon the traditions but on the Koran itself,
as is shown by the passages Dr. Zwemer quotes. Thus,
from the Sura of the Women : " Whosoever has Satan
for his mate (Qarin), an evil mate has he " : from the
Gilding : " And whosoever turns from the reminder of
the Merciful One, we will chain to him a devil, who shall
be his mate " : from the Ranged : " A speaker amongst
them (those in Paradise) shall say, * Verily, I had a mate
who used to say, * Art thou verily amongst those who
credit ? What, when we are dead, and have become
earth and bones, shall we surely be judged ? * He will
say, * Are you looking down ? ' and he shall look down
and see him in the midst of hell. He shall say, * By God,
thou didst nearly ruin me.' " From these passages it is